
A National Association of Advisers in 
English (NAAE) Conference 
Principled pedagogies: supporting pupils to make 

progress in testing times

Saturday 20th May 2017 - The Council House, Birmingham 

Summary: 

Programme of events: 

When high stakes testing dominates the educational agenda and there 
are signs that the professionalism of the English teaching community is 
under threat, it is important for English professionals, from all phases, 
to consider the best ways to retain a balanced and inclusive curriculum. 

10.00-10.15: Registration and coffee

Some of the themes our highly experienced trainers will 
explore are: 

the key issues emerging from the new testing arrangements
how to show that good teaching will lead to good test results and 
how creativity can play a role in preparing for a test
how to use a range of media to enhance the testing experience
the importance of a contextualised approach to language work

10.15-10.30: Welcome and introduction (John Hickman, Chair of NAAE and Conference Organiser)

10.30-11.45: “Finding the words” – Janet Gough 
The 2016 Key Stage 2 reading test highlighted the crucial importance of developing the vocabulary and 
language skills to help our pupils become confident, articulate and literate young adults. This practical 
session will consider the vocabulary development of young children throughout their primary years - 
drawing on the work of experts and considering practical and philosophically sound approaches that 
enable children to build and strengthen their knowledge of  vocabulary words in creative learning 
environments.

11.45-12.15: Coffee break

12.15-13.30: “GCSE English: Developing Critical Readers” - James Durran 
For some English departments, preparing for new GCSEs has been an opportunity to be creative with the 
curriculum and to sharpen classroom practice. However, some departments have felt pressured into an 
anxious, somewhat mechanistic approach, with a narrow focus on the hoops through which students will 
have to jump. This session will explore how students might be prepared for the imperatives of assessment 
by being ‘real’ readers and developing a range of literary understandings whilst responding in ways that 
are both personal and pertinent.

13.30-14.15: Light lunch



James Durran 
James is a local authority adviser, with 25 years’ experience teaching English, 
media and drama in state secondary schools. He has been a Head of English and 
an Advanced Skills Teacher, has lectured on initial teacher training courses and has 
contributed to research projects with the Institute of Education (London University) 
and the British Film Institute, for whom he is also an MA tutor. An experienced 
trainer, James has delivered seminars, lectures and practical workshops across the 
country and abroad on the teaching of English, media and literacy, for both 
secondary and primary teachers. He has published a number of books for teachers 
and students, including (with Andrew Burn) Media Literacy in Schools.

Janet Gough 
Janet has over 20 years’ experience as an Assistant Headteacher, English Subject 
Lead and Leading Literacy teacher for Lancashire as part of the National Strategy. 
Janet has a proven track record for raising standards at Key Stage 2 and is keen to 
promote the use of images, film and drama to enhance children’s learning in 
English. She works as a freelance English and Literacy Consultant specialising in 
supporting teachers with the teaching of grammar, punctuation, spelling and 
developing comprehension.

Costs and booking information: 

@naaeorguk
facebook.com/ 
naaeuk 

How to find us: 

Chamberlain Room, The Council House, 
1 Victoria Square, Birmingham B1 1BB 

Speakers

Costs per delegate:

NAAE members - £20
Non-members - £40
Students - £20

There are a limited number of places 
available for students.

Please note:

The cost of a year's membership of NAAE is £35 and 
this gives you discounted admission to all of our 
events.You can apply for NAAE membership here.

How to book your place:

By cheque - complete the application form which 
you can download here and post it along with a 
cheque for the required amount to:  

Online - through PayPal on our website.

Debbie Haynes, 26 St Judes Road West, 
Wolverhampton WV6 0DA.

By bank transfer - download the application form
here and follow the payment instructions.

Registered charity number: 1106271.

Registered address: NAAE, 26 St Jude’s Road West, Wolverhampton WV6 0DA.

Nearest railway stations: 

Birmingham New Street
Birmingham Snow Hill

https://twitter.com/naaeorguk
http://www.facebook.com/naaeuk
http://www.naae.org.uk/application/
http://www.naae.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/NAAE-event-application-form.pdf
http://www.naae.org.uk/may-conference/
http://www.naae.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/NAAE-event-application-form.pdf
https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/Council+House,+Birmingham/@52.4791689,-1.9067411,16z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x4870bc8c8860de79:0xe85eb3997dfd0c3a!8m2!3d52.4801737!4d-1.9029073

