
12.00-13.15: Let's Think in English: Ericsson's deliberate practice - really raising attainment (Laurie Smith 
and Michael Walsh) 
This session explores the similarities between Let's Think in English (cognitive acceleration) and Ericsson's 
Deliberate Practice as a way of developing expertise in students and teachers. We explore how Ericsson's 
methods of creating expertise relate to the domain-specific requirements of responding to English texts. In 
particular we show that knowledge and skills are developed together, using Ericsson's evidence that knowledge is 
most effectively acquired and retained when meaningfully deployed. This involves groupwork, feedback and 
metacognition. Finally we show that Let's Think in English and Deliberate Practice reinforce each other to provide 
a powerful strategy for raising attainment. (Laurie and Michael have developed the Let's Think in English 
programme based on Adey and Shayer's work on cognitive acceleration at King's College London. It is being 
adopted by an increasing number of schools nationwide, primary as well as secondary). 
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Summary: 

Programme of events: 

We are living in strange and dangerous times when “fake” news is 
prevalent and people are suddenly deemed to be experts if they 
can type a blog or have a sufficient number of followers on Twitter. 
In this context, it is important that educationalists rooted in the 
teaching of English can come together to: 

10.00-10.15: Registration and coffee

10.15-10.30: Welcome and introduction (John Hickman, Chair and Conference Organiser)

10.30-11.45: English: past, present and post-truth (Dr. Simon Gibbons)  
In this session, Simon will draw on material from his recently published book - “English and its Teachers: A history
of policy, pedagogy and practice” - to explore the contested nature of subject English and to consider how this
history might inform future directions for a subject that should arguably have increased significance for young
people as we negotiate turbulent times.  

11.45-12.00: Coffee break

13.15-13.30: Closing remarks 

13.30-14.15: Light lunch 

examine their legacy,
explore how to preserve what is best in their traditions,
look towards a more fulfilling future.

This conference has three speakers of national renown who are 
genuine experts and who, during the course of the morning, will 
offer both a history of English teaching and creative ways in which 
we can move forward with integrity and a sense of professionalism. 

Registered charity number: 1106271.

http://www.naae.org.uk/application/


Laurie Smith and Michael Walsh taught in London schools for many years before moving into teacher 
training at King's and curriculum support in the London Borough of Islington respectively. They both 
continued part-time teaching until the demands of LTE made this impracticable, but teach LTE lessons at all 
schools joining the programme to demonstrate their effectiveness. They have  jointly developed the Let's 
Think in English (LTE) programme at King's College London since 2009, supervised by Philip Adey, one of 
the originators of Cognitive Acceleration on which it is based. They have developed suites of lessons for 
Key Stages 1, 2, 3 and 4 (GCSE) together with a training and support programme to ensure the lessons are 
taught to best effect. LTE is being adopted by increasing numbers of schools (currently 350+) across 
England with growing Networks of schools meeting termly to discuss teaching and learning through LTE. 
Michael leads in primary schools and Laurie on national policy issues relating to the GCSE reforms. Please 
see letsthinkinenglish.org for more information.      

Dr Simon Gibbons began his career as a teacher of English, media and drama in an East London 
comprehensive school. After ten years working in London schools, ultimately as the Head of English in a 
large comprehensive, he moved, via a role as a Local Authority Consultant, into the university sector and is 
currently the director of teacher education at King’s College London and a senior lecturer in English and 
Education. Simon was the Chair of the National Association for the Teaching of English from 2011-2013. His 
research primarily focuses on English as a school subject, both its historical development and its 
contemporary state. His first book, The London Association for the Teaching of English 1947-1967: A History 
was published in 2014. In April 2017 this was followed by English and its Teachers: A history of policy, 
pedagogy and practice.

Costs and booking information: 

How to find us: 

The English and Media Centre, 
18, Compton Terrace, 
London, N1 2UN 

Nearest station: Highbury and Islington

Speakers

Costs per delegate: 

NAAE members - £20
Non-members - £40
Students - £20

There are a limited number of places 
available for students. 

Please note: 

The cost of a year's membership of NAAE is £35 and 
this gives you discounted admission to all of our 
events. You can apply for NAAE membership here. 

How to book your place: 

Online - through PayPal on our website.

By cheque - complete the application form which 
you can download here and post it along with a 
cheque for the required amount to:  

Debbie Haynes, 26 St Judes Road West, 
Wolverhampton WV6 0DA.

By bank transfer - download the application form 
here and follow the payment instructions. 

Laurie Smith and Michael Walsh 

Dr Simon Gibbons 

Registered address: NAAE, 26 St Jude’s Road 
West, Wolverhampton WV6 0DA. @naaeorguk facebook.com/naaeuk 

https://www.google.co.uk/maps/place/English+and+Media+Centre/@51.5445985,-0.1049816,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x48761b64e29a943f:0xd75d26254525b304!8m2!3d51.5445985!4d-0.1027876
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http://www.naae.org.uk/application/
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http://www.naae.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/NAAE-event-application-form.pdf
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