A National Association of Advisers
in English (NAAE) Conference
Reading for Pleasure

Limited places
available!
Book your place
today to avoid
disappointment

Saturday 30th March 2019 - Birmingham
Summary:
This NAAE Saturday conference will focus on reading
for pleasure at a time when many schools are refreshing
their approach to reading engagement. While recent
research suggests a fall in reading for pleasure and an
increase in skim reading with the rise in new
technologies, our speakers will focus its importance as
emphasised in both the 2014 English curriculum as well
as OFSTED’s draft 2019 framework.

Programme of events:
10.00-10.15: Registration and coffee
10.15-10.30: Welcome and introduction (Ruth Baker-Leask, Chair of NAAE)
10.30-11.45: Readers’ identities, engagement and pleasure (Teresa Cremin)
Reading used to be viewed as a solitary cognitive process, but motivational and behavioural characteristics
of reading are also now recognised widely. Young people’s identities as readers are shaped and formed by
their experiences as readers, and influenced by the texts and contexts they encounter and the reader
relationships they develop. In this talk, after considering research which highlights the cognitive benefits of
reading for pleasure, Teresa will focus on fostering positive reader identities, enriching young people’s
engagement in reading and the satisfaction they derive from this social process.
11.45-12.00: Coffee break
12.00-13.00: Reading for pleasure and progress (Sonia Thompson)
Why does reading for pleasure matter in schools and how can teachers get involved in widening their reading
repertoires? Sonia will set out how, using the findings from the UKLA Building Communities of Readers
research, her school has successfully developed rich reading for pleasure practices and how it is now at the
heart of the school’s vision for all learners. She will also explore how schools can support learners, teachers
and parents to engage in practical, meaningful, evidence-based reading for pleasure.
13.00-13.15: The 'Rooted in Reading' award passport
Steve Willshaw (English Subject Lead at Priory Federation of Academies Trust) will introduce this new award,
designed to be reading’s equivalent to the Duke of Edinburgh Award.
13.15-13.30: Closing remarks
13.30-14.15: Light lunch

Speakers
Teresa Cremin
Teresa Cremin is Professor of Education (Literacy) at The Open University. An exteacher and teacher educator, Teresa’s research focuses mainly on teachers’ literate
identities and practices and volitional reading and writing. Her work is frequently coparticipative, involving teachers as researchers. Teresa has written and edited nearly 30
books, forthcoming Experiencing Reading for Pleasure in the Digital Age (Sage, 2018)
and recently Writer Identity and the Teaching and Learning of Writing and Storytelling in
Early Childhood (both Routledge, 2017).
Sonia Thompson
Sonia Thompson is Deputy Head Teacher at St Matthew's C.E. Primary School in
Birmingham. Previously she worked for Birmingham LA as an English Consultant,
where she was part of the UKLA Building Communities of Readers research. Sonia is
passionate about evidence-based reading for pleasure practices and her school won
the 2018 Egmont/UKLA Reading for Pleasure Award. She currently runs a Teachers'
Reading Group and is an adviser for the OU/UKLA ‘Research Rich Pedagogies’
website.

Costs and booking information:
Costs per delegate:
NAAE members - £20
Non-members - £40
Students - £20
There are a limited number of places
available for students.

How to book your place:
Online - through PayPal on our website.
By cheque - complete the application
form which you can download here and
post it along with a cheque for the required
amount to:

Please note:
The cost of a year's membership of NAAE is
£35 and this gives you discounted admission to
all of our events. You can apply for NAAE
membership here.

Nikki Copitch, 249 Bromsgrove Road,
Hunnington, West Midlands B62 0JW.
By bank transfer - download the application
form here and follow the payment instructions.

How to find us:
Deritend Training Room, St Martin in the Bullring,
Edgbaston Street, Birmingham, B5 5BB
Nearest station: Birmingham New Street

facebook.com/
naaeuk

@naaeorguk

Registered charity number: 1106271.
Registered address: NAAE, 26 St Jude’s Road West, Wolverhampton WV6 0DA.

